
 

Memo 
To Association Executives, Life Members  

From Darren Simpson, EGM Community & Pathways  

CC Tain Drinkwater, Chief Executive Officer 

Date Wednesday, 20 October 2021 

Re 1,000 People Permitted at Community Sport 
  

 
Netball NSW is pleased to advise that the NSW Government has responded to the requests of the sporting sector 
and increased the maximum number of people who can attend an outdoor gathering for community sporting 
activity to 1,000 people. 
 
An amended Public Health Order has now been released which specifically references community sporting activity 
in section 2.12. The new order also includes a new definition, which states:  

• a community sporting activity includes a training session for a community sporting activity. 
 
Further, a new template COVID-19 Safety Plan has been developed for community sport and this is the plan which 
all community sporting bodies will be required to complete in order to conduct outdoor community sporting 
activities, including training. 
 
Note that all items below refer only to fully vaccinated people aged 16 and over, children 15 years or younger 
and those with a valid medical exemption (medical certificate required). 
 

• The maximum number of people for a COVID-19 safe outdoor public gathering for community sporting 
activity is 1,000 people.  

• The 1,000 person limit is subject to the general requirement that there can be no more than 1 person per 
2 square metres of available space at an outdoor premises. Note that for ease of calculation, one netball 
court is approximately 500 square metres. 

• A COVID-19 Safety Plan for Community Sport is required for all community sporting activity, including 
training, regardless of the number of participants.  

• The maximum capacity at an indoor recreation facility is 1 person per 4 square metres.  
o There is no limit on gathering sizes within an indoor recreation facility except for gym and dance 

classes which are limited to 20 people.  
o Masks must still be worn when not participating in exercise.  

 
A COVID-19 safe outdoor public gathering for community sporting activity (maximum 1,000 people) is one which 
meets the following requirements:  

• Is operating under a Community Sport COVID-19 Safety Plan, which must be available on site at all times 
for inspection; 

• Is using QR codes to record attendance at the venue; 

• Has designated individuals checking the vaccination status of people attending the venue and is taking 
reasonable steps to ensure that unvaccinated people are not attending. 

 
The COVID-19 Safety Plan required for outdoor community sport is the new ‘Community Sport’ plan. At the time 
of writing, that plan was not yet available on the NSW Health website. When it is uploaded it will be available here.   

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/file/Public%20Health%20(COVID-19%20General)%20Order%202021_211019_4.57pm.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/covid-safe
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Netball NSW will advise Associations when the new plan is available and will also upload a template version of the 
new Community Sport COVID-19 Safety Plan to the Netball NSW COVID-19 Information page on the website to 
assist Associations. 
 
Travel between Greater Sydney (including the Blue Mountains, Wollongong, Shellharbour and the Central Coast 
LGAs) and Regional NSW will not be permitted until 1 November, to allow people in the regions more time to 
receive their second vaccine. 
 
Currently the re-opening roadmap indicates that from 1 December, community sport will be permitted for all 
people. However, it should be noted that this date is indicative and could change. Further, there is no advice 
available at present to indicate if there will be limits on the number of people able to participate at that time. 
 
Recommended Resources 
 
Despite ongoing requests from Netball NSW (and many other sports) the NSW Government has given no guidance 
on how volunteers are to enforce the mandatory vaccination requirements at community sport, other than to say 
that ‘reasonable steps must be taken to ensure unvaccinated adults are not attending.’ 
 
Below are a number of links which go to information and in some cases resources (ie posters etc) which have been 
prepared by the NSW Government to assist with preparing for and managing COVID-19 safe gatherings. Note that 
currently the majority of the resources are aimed at businesses, not volunteer run sporting organisations, however 
sport specific versions are hopefully in development. 
 

• For more information on the re-opening roadmap visit the Roadmap for easing COVID-19 restrictions or 
see this infographic. 
 

• Information to assist organisations with reopening, are available by clicking here.  
 

• Fact Sheets are available covering the following items: 
o Proof of vaccination requirements 
o Guidance on vaccination compliance and obligations  
o Details on what to do if your business becomes an exposure site 

 

• Visit Posters and signage to download further materials which can be displayed at your venue to assist 

with compliance and meeting the requirements of your COVID-19 Safety Plan. 

 

• Click on this link for full details on QR codes and check-in requirements. 

 
To stay up-to-date please continue to check the NSW Office of Sport COVID-19 Latest Information page. This page 
is regularly updated and provides links to other relevant Government websites. 
 
All information sent to Clubs and Associations will also be kept on the Netball NSW Latest COVID-19 Information 
page for as long as it remains relevant and up-to-date. 
 
As always, Netball NSW will continue to provide updates as circumstances change. For any further information, 
please feel free to contact your Regional Manager, Association contact or any Netball NSW staff member for 
assistance. 
 

 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/easing-covid-19-restrictions
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-10/road-map-for-easing-restrictions-in-NSW-20211014.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/businesses-and-employment/covid-safe-business
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-10/proof_of_covid_19_vaccination_advice_for_businesses.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-10/covid_19_vaccination_compliance_and_obligations_for_businesses.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-10/Contact_tracing_and_isolation_rules_What_businesses_need_to_know.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/business/covid-safe-business/toolkit
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/business/check-in
https://www.sport.nsw.gov.au/covid-19-information
https://nsw.netball.com.au/latest-covid-19-information

